Janka

One-Woman Play Tells the Horrors of the Holocaust
By Donald Munro, The Fresno Bee
(Fresno, CA) April 14, 2005 – 

Like most wives dealing with their mothers-in-law, Janice Noga and Janka Speace didn't always see eye to eye.

Now, on stage, Noga tries to see through those eyes.

In "Janka," a one-woman play written by Noga's husband, Oscar Speace, the local actress tackles a role that is tougher and more personal than any in her career. Noga's mother-in-law was an Auschwitz prisoner, one of only three members of an extended family of 66 who survived the Nazi death camps. Liberated in 1945 and married to an American soldier, Robert Speace, the next year, Janka started a new life in the United States.

Janka is the compelling and redemptive account of Janka Festinger, who survived the Nazi Holocaust, fell in love and married an American soldier and immigrated to the United States to experience a new world. At 70, she shares her life’s voyage.  Hers is a survivor's story told through her own words – her letters — and those of her son. The fact that her daughter-in-law portrays her adds an even more personal touch. 

Bios  

Janice Noga, acclaimed actress and singer, has previously been cast in New York theater in A Tribute to Richard Rogers at Lincoln Center, Zorba, Fiddler on the Roof and Annie. She has delighted audiences with her incredible singing voice and her endearing ability to tell a story. Ms. Noga has performed in numerous concerts from New York to Los Angeles as well as internationally. She is compelling in her portrayal of Janka in this one-character play. More...
Oscar Speace, an Emmy-winning producer, director and writer, is the creator of Janka. For more than 20 years, Speace has produced and directed a wide range of programming for KVPT-TV (PBS) and ABC30 (ABC-TV). In addition to the stage play, he has also produced Janka: One Minute of Perfect Happiness, a short documentary film that received a Telly Award. More... 
For more information visit (www.jankaproject.com)
Running Time:  2 hours plus discussion afterwards

Performance:  Friday, 7pm, October 20th

Location: Fresno Pacific University, McDonald Hall, Ashley Auditorium

